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150. Do you have someone who has asked you for help, who has turned to you or who has simply made a specific request? Have you
heard the words: "It is you who are speaking, not I"? You know that we must listen to the individual and to what he or she wants; we

must reflect and offer and pray. Yet our first reaction is to be preoccupied with the task and the solutions we are already familiar with
and to lose ourselves in the kind of rational argument which does not come to terms with the person. The incident which brought about

the point was something like this: a person told me a number of people were praying for him, but that he was not attending Mass. Would
I do him the favour of coming to pray for him? I told him that I could pray for him because I knew him and I also knew that he did not

know what to say to the priest, and so on. But at the same time, my heart was writhing with impatience, for I wanted to get my own way
and solve things quickly. I simply did not wish to hear what that person had to say. It is only after talking to him that I discovered a

peculiar situation. He was a priest, he told me, but he was living outside the Church, a situation which seemed to me so perverse. But for
this person, the Church was a kind of imposed family life, with everyone submitting, and which in practice it was the priest who was

imposing. That is why he could not bring himself to come to Mass. That is why he was not growing in faith, he kept telling me. It was not
a problem which could be easily understood, and so I set out to discover what his problem was. When I met him, I went in for the usual

talk: why were you not coming to Mass? I heard a story and I also sensed a certain impatience, even though I knew that he was eager to
tell me and had said a few things about his problems with the other priest. Everything seemed very clear to me, but I was astonished to
discover that the only thing that seemed to really matter to him was our meeting up in the confessional. He was afraid of being in that

place and of speaking to me there. I wanted to go in and talk to him, but he said: "I'm not so sure that you'd understand me here." I was
struck by the idea that perhaps it was precisely the one who understood him the most in the confessional. If one goes into that place to
speak to the priest, what is one expecting? Not communication, but something else. What is the priest going to say? What is he going to
do? What is he going to ask? That's not what he is there for. Hence, in this case, what we need to do is invite and trust; then we need to
be prepared to risk being misunderstood. That's how we can know that we have truly understood. This encounter, I want you to know, is
the true education of the priest in his mission: it is the one moment when he can offer to God the request of this soul, this person. It is
the one moment when he can give to God an encounter with another person, through him, through that person's words, through those
words coming to him at that moment, through that person's total being. And this person, dear brothers, this person is always the priest

himself. In that encounter he can help God and himself to truly love.
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150. Do you have someone who has asked you for help,
who has turned to you or who has simply made a specific

request? Have you heard the words: "It is you who are
speaking, not I"? You know that we must listen to the

individual and to what he or she wants; we must reflect and
offer and pray. Yet our first reaction is to be preoccupied

with the task and the solutions we are already familiar with
and to lose ourselves in the kind of rational argument which
does not come to terms with the person. The incident which
brought about the point was something like this: a person
told me a number of people were praying for him, but that
he was not attending Mass. Would I do him the favour of

coming to pray for him? I told him that I could pray for him
because I knew him and I also knew that he did not know
what to say to the priest, and so on. But at the same time,
my heart was writhing with impatience, for I wanted to get
my own way and solve things quickly. I simply did not wish
to hear what that person had to say. It is only after talking

to him that I discovered a peculiar situation. He was a

                               3 / 6



 

priest, he told me, but he was living outside the Church, a
situation which seemed to me so perverse. But for this

person, the Church was a kind of imposed family life, with
everyone submitting, and which in practice it was the priest
who was imposing. That is why he could not bring himself to
come to Mass. That is why he was not growing in faith, he
kept telling me. It was not a problem which could be easily
understood, and so I set out to discover what his problem

was. When I met him, I went in for the usual talk: why were
you not coming to Mass? I heard a story and I also sensed a
certain impatience, even though I knew that he was eager

to tell me and had said a few things about his problems with
the other priest. Everything seemed very clear to me, but I
was astonished to discover that the only thing that seemed

to really matter to him was our meeting up in the
confessional. He was afraid of being in that place and of

speaking to me there. I wanted to go in and talk to him, but
he said: "I'm not so sure that you'd understand me here." I

was struck by the idea that perhaps it was precisely the one
who understood him the most in the confessional. If one
goes into that place to speak to the priest, what is one

expecting? Not communication, but something else. What is
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the priest going to say? What is he going to do? What is he
going to ask? That's not what he is there for. Hence, in this
case, what we need to do is invite and trust; then we need
to be prepared to risk being misunderstood. That's how we
can know that we have truly understood. This encounter, I
want you to know, is the true education of the priest in his
mission: it is the one moment when he can offer to God the
request of this soul, this person. It is the one moment when

he can give to God an encounter with another person,
through him, through that person's words, through those

words coming to him at that moment, through that person's
total being. And this person, dear brothers, this person is

always the priest himself. In that encounter he can help God
and himself to truly love. 5ec8ef588b
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